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'Numerous Persons' Apparent!}' Had Access to Office 
Who re County Kept Weapons in Kennedy Murder Case 

... ' ' BY DAVIS SMITH 

Times Stef* Writer 
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TVi.U. Ally. Joseph A. Busch Jr. 

' wk! Saturday his office was "ierrih- 
1 v concerned" over strong evidence 
that the fatal ballets and murder 
weapon in the assassination of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy load been, lam- 

■ pere.fi with. 

In a statement released by an aide,- 
Busch said his office is investigat- 
ing "evidence that e >: h i h i t s have 

■ been directly handled by numerous 
iiersci'.s’ 1 in violation of a court .order 
sealing the items. 

No suspects were named, hut an- 
other spokesman said; it v as learned 
that almost anyone an',v;:.-e.rtlly could 
examine the exhibits m the County 
Clerk's office, where, "the. court or- 
.. der ev.idcn.flj’ was just ignored." 

Busch did not categorize the. pos- 
sible tampering as either intentional 
■or unintentional. However, he mads 
clear that the development compli- 
cates an earlier investigation into 
claims that Ballistics work on the 
Kennedy case was improperly done 
p.nd that, a second gun may have 
rwen fired in th» rear pantry of the 
. Ambassador Hofei where Sort. Kc ti- 
lled v was raonsliy wounded June 5, 
ifihS. 

Could Be Impossible 

If extensive tempo ting has oc- 

id he i m nos bbl? ever 

it 


claims.- 


curve'!, u. o-,! 
to prove or riispn 
t;,p report came. t.o light on TO-. X f 
tn le vision's 6 p.pi. news report I: n- 
(isv, after a KNXT employe repnr- 
tf-jy was questioned by Busch'? of- 
fice pbiv.it his own in.-, estimation 01 
She ":--.'.cond-gun theory.'' 

"i'hai news report folio-van hy 
; -; -ce da. vs Busch's second pnstpor.e- 
i »e.u of s news conference at which 
he was expected to disclose result? 
of rus office's investigation of the 


"We were dumb and fal and happy • ■ 
and thought, we had a court order to j 
protect those bullets'," said' Chief j 
Rep. Bist. Ally. John Howard Satur- 
day. "Rut the more we got into it, - ’ 
the bigger it got." . 

Asked how many persons might .*. 
have handled the bullets and. gun, 
Howard said, "plenty." 

A chief danger to the integrity of . .- 
the evidence, Hoivsrd 'said, is that' a J 
.22-caliber lead slug .can be perms- f. 
nently -changed even hv being 
rubbed a -few minutes betweenf a 
person's fingers. If that has hap- 
pened. merely at the hands of an in- 
j'iteCeUtn uuiiOU.S pc.AtOii, inf: 1: U : i C.c-S 
might, never be made to match others 
from Sirb.an's weapon in the event - 
of future ballistics tests. 

Attorney's Complaint 
The reexamination of evidence 
was begun after attorney Barbara . 
Warner Blent; wrote to the city's Ci- 
vil Service Commission May 2k in an 
effort to block the permanent ap- 
pointment. of PeWayne Wnlfer, Los 
Angeles .Police Depart rnent. crimina- 
list, as head of the T.APD crime lab. , ■ 
That appointment was scheduled for 
July 1 but has not yet been made. 

■Mrs. Rlehr charged that Wnlfer ■ 
had violated proper procedures in 
the ballistics investigation of Kenne- 
dy's death as well as in. two ether 
murder eases. 

On June 4. Busch'? office conferred 
with Politic f. hief F.-d v.'a rri Davis and 
tb?n undertook investigation ol Mrs. 
Biehr's charge*. 

in the last, month, Busch's staff 
has questioned at least two dozen 
principals in the Kennedy cs w and 
has twice postponed announcement 
of its finding;. ,\V< new date for a 
news conference has been set. 
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